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THOMAS HITCHIB * EDMUND BURKE.
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DAILY, P« r«r, - i - . { fl« w
0EJII-WEEKLY, (.publisheg tri-weakly diutag Ik* e*s*i»n

of Cougr***) .5 00

WEEKLY 1,0

CM* will tl /urnuW « /*«*»' '

Ptv* copies of lbs DAILY, tar 40 00

Pive eopia* of the HEMl-WEEKLY, U«

Tea eopiee of the " «-.-.**' M 00

Five copies of the WEEKLY,8 00

Tth oopie* of the " ......IS 00

Hcl'llaUHik Vuuiik,
.Ittvrnty and CovnttUor at-Luw,

HAVING resigned Hie office of Chief Clark of the Treasury De¬
partment, which he l><u iield for the tut sixteen years, hu re¬

maned the nnvtire of hie profession.
Hi: will devote his principal attention to the proeecution ofclaims

before Congres*, the several department*, and commissioner. on for
eign indemnities.
To liinure early attention to claims against the War, Navy, Home,

and Poet Office Department*, including business with the Patent
(iffice, he baa made arrangement* >viili the most efficient agent* in
Washington to a*et*t linn, by which business of any nature counsel¬
ed Willi the government, confided to liiui, will be ceiiain to be acted on
in the most prompt luauiier.
RitriaiNCK*.Hoo. K. U. Titney, Chief Jualice of the Uniied

Hutes, and gentlemen who have IiW'ii head* of department* or mem
b*r* of either house of Congres* mice tlie year ls33.
Office at his residence on F, between 19lh aud 13th *treet*.
No* U.dimit

(Dj rA KBWAHD.-. Him away from tlie aubacriber near l.uray,jldu Page county, Virginia, on the Uth lnat., a boy named Aarou.
Ilo i* very Mack, % years of age, aliout S feel 8 or V iuchea high, ha*
a down look wlieu spoken to, very illicit lip*, and heavy tongue. He
had on when ho leil a dome-tie kersey frock-coat, faded black color,
* broad brim white hat, and other clothing with him, not recollected.
The above reward of »150 will be given ahould be be apprehended
out of the Btate, and $100 if taken in the State, no thai 1 may get
him agaia. All reasonable chargea will be paid if delivered to me at
i.uray.
Aaron left In company with a apt Igbtly yellow-boy, red complex¬

ion, red hair, and spoiled lace; nui ao tall a* Aaron, but heavier
made. Both of the above bOy» are good coopers.

VVM. A. CHAPMAN,
Sept 99.If Luray, Page county, Virginia.

Witter** Balaam «.r Wild Cherry-

fHAT time eetabliahea and consecrate* i what experience adopts
and confirm* ; what all men ia ail place* unite iu aayiug i* good

aud valuable, ia ao, no doubt. A popularity of this sort Axes in so¬

ciety it* root* *o deep an.I ao atroug that time canuot destroy ii. The
succeM which has attended this medicine fur *everal years poll ha*
overcome the prejudices of all respectable men, and tlie article haa
taken a stand among the Hr»t class of dUcoverie* and bleaainga of the
ii»tt; and when resorted to in *eason, eradicates the disease for which
it i* recommended.

From the Boston Post.
Dr. 8. W. Fowle, 138 Washington street, has an article entitled as

above, which we believe is tlie best preparation hitherto discovered
for the cure of colds and other consumptive complaints. Having
tented this medicine, we can speak with confidence lis to its salutary
elfect* in removing cold* and other complaints incident to this season
of the year.
For Ml* by II. a. PATTERSON,

Nov. 95.If Washington, D. C.

IRELAND M l Saw II ) by Halch | 1 vol.
The aOak*peare Calendar, or Wit and Wisdom for Every Day

in Ibe Year ; i vol.
The Seaside and Fireside; by Longfellow ; 1 vol.
Half Hours with the Best Authors; 4 vols.
Howard's Supreme Court Reports, 7ih vol.
The Book of Common Prayer, Interpreted by its History by the

Rev. C. M. Butler, of Trinity Church. Washington city ; 1 vol.
St Leger, or the Threads of Life ; I vol.
North American Review for January, 1650. »

Lift) and Writings of David lisle ; 1 vol.
Glimpses of Spain; by Wsllis ; 1 vol.
Ticknor's History of Spanish Literature; 3 vols.
The Peer'* Daughters; by Lady Edward Lytton Bulwer, author of

' 'con.'"cre*an, the Irish Gil Bios ; by the author of Charles O'Malley.
Jan 19 FRANCK TAYLOR.

A Card to the Public.

ON taking his residence in Washington, D. C., during the sessions
of Congrese, the undersigned re*pecubliy otfers hi* services to

individual*. a**ociatioas, or public bodies who msy have buslues*
peuding before Congress, not as a "lobby member," ia tlie justly ob¬
noxious sense of that term, but as mi avowed and responsible agent,
or medium of intelligence and explanation between members and
committees, on the one band, needing to be possessed ot'Otct* In the
case, for the collection of which tney have not, from the pies* of
other duties, tlie requisite leisure or l.icilities, and the applicants or
memorialists, on the other hand, resident ill distant and different
parts of the country, seeking t reliable channel or Interpreter through
whom may be properly coinmuuicated the focts necessary u fair and
Just legislation in the premises.

But the editor of the Plough, the Loom, and the Anvil wishes It,
nevertheless, to be well understood that hi* journal will be
driven with unabating diligence, and even, as he hope*, by learning
from member* of Cougress the condition and wants of agriculture in
the different Bute*, to make il yet more fruitful of advantage to
those great industrial pursuits to which it has been tlie habit and
the pleasure, he might even say the instinct, of his Ufe to devote his
pen and hi* heart.
On mere matters of business, such as rsmUtaac* »J nktcriftion,

Ac., connected with the Plough, the Loom, and the Anvil, tlie un¬

dersigned may be addrexed a* usual, and with assurance of prompt
attention, at 79 Walnut street, Philade^ia. For anything more

particular, demanding especially his purscr-ai care, communications
should be addressed, where they will be tote to And him, at Wash¬
ington D. C.

Dec.5.Oawiw J.H. SKINNER.

Washington City Agency.
J^HARLES ABERT, Attorney at Law, will give hia atteeUon to the
V proaecution of claim* before Congrea* and die Executive Depart¬
ment!. uatce, F street# near Treasury Department, Washington,
D.C.

axrxaaatx*.
Hon Daniel Webeter, Robt. C. Wiutltrop, Abbot Lawrence, Sam¬

uel D. Bradford, eeq., Bo»ton ; Hon. C. W. Lawrence, Hon. Edward
Curtia, Meesr*. Howiaud h. Aaptiiwall, Fox It Livingamn, E. k. U. W.
Blunt, Alaop It Chancey, William ». V\«tmore, eeq., New York;
Hon. Jamc* Buchanan, I'enn.yl vauia ; Hon. Ueo. M. I»alla», Hun. J.
R. fngeraoli, St. U«o. T. Campbell, eaq., B. W. Richard*, eaij., H.
Murrla Wain, eaq., ritepbtn Baldwin, eeq., Philadelphia ; Hon. Louia
McLean, Hon. Robert M McLean, Baltimore: Hon. Robert J.
Walker, Rev. Smitli P) ne, R. 6. Coxe, eaq., Meaara. Corcoran k
Ri«a, Washington i Hon. Jeff. Davie, Hon. Henry M. Foot*, Mlaaia
aip,>< Hoa. ». W. Down*, Luuiatana. Nov an.dluuf.

EDUCATION..Tlie attention of pareaU deal ring tbr their eon
Ike advantage nf thorough inatriiclion, in iihh.ii with tlie careftll

aupervuion and miBate attention allowed by the plan of a aeieet
aebooi, i* invited to Um Fairfai inautute, tlie winter aewion of wblcli
commenced oa the lat of October, The aituatjou ol the acliool, near
the Theological Seminary of Virginia, within Uiree mile* of Alexan¬
dria. ta retired, agree aWe, and beaMhy. The effort la habitually
made to train apil* pupila under the influeare of Ctinatian principle*.The coaree of induction embrace* the KnglMi. French, Latin, and
Ureek language*, the Mathematice, and otter Wancbe* of a liberal
education, iacrading ail that la neceaaary ae a preparation Air college.' Pupila will be received at any period of the year.

Teruie: fvino for the eeeaion of ten innntha, limn October let to the
following Auguet, or in proportion for a leae time, payable e*ml-annu
ally ia advance. For two hrotliera, dloo each tor the eeaaion often
month*, f10 par annum for bedding during the Aral year.

Addm R.v. OBOROg A. SMITH, Principal.
N«v dd.3uwd fcdwe

NOTICB. .I have juat received by the ehlp Stella, from Liverpool,
M era lea aad hngahead* of Crockery, comletlng In part uf, aa fol

levei
¦teh aad beautiful toilet ware
flawing bine Hong, white granite, Tlvoli, aad minaret diaaer aeta

and detachad pteeea
A great variety of tea ware, kr.

I am now opening.
(ioM-baaded dinner and deaaert «¦!' ana detached pier**
Heautiftil lea arta aad gold banded e.ip* and aaucera, hy the dotea

or pair
White Chfaa dinner eeu and detached piece*
High aad low baeketa, compotiera, raaaarulee, aad fruit bowl., lie.

IN HTORE-
Cat and plain decantera, claret flagon*
Tumbler*, wince, hi« k glaaera, claret glaaae*
l.ampe, gtrandolea, waiter*
llrilaiinia ware, caalnfa, ailrer plated forka
Cake baaketa, knivee, knlvea and fork*, fcc.
All of which will be aoid, at wholraaie or retail, aa law ae they can

be purcliaacd in *ay city In the Called Mate*.
C. H. I tmi.KH,

Mar I.Mf Odd Fellowa' Hall, Seventh atrert.

Ntw IH..H K UOOD*. SVe have juat received . new and
"oapteta a 4ortin* iit of Mack good*, to which we reapeetlully la

vile the attention of all Ui Waal o< each. In our etock may be Ibu.'d
the lollowiag varteune, via

Hi pieeee extra fine bombaaine, l.uptn'e make
10 11 medium dodo
$ - low priced dodo
10 " One Canton clothe, a new aad beaaiifttl article

mourning
W " medium do
10 H extra Hue alpaca*, the handaomrat good* of the kind in

the Dieiriet
90 M medium aad low p. iced alpacaa.
All at which will be aoid on the mo.l reaaonalde terma

CI.AiJETT, NEWTON, MAT, It CO.
Mar 1 -Stdlf

A CARD..O. B. X. Peri will practiee law in the eonru of (he
I Ham ct of Columbia, aad proeecute claime before Uie different

dapaweau, and befhre emigre*. He leaden bia eervleeaeepeclally
M Uailed Stale* attorney* and marahala, aad i» the el< rka K tti» Cm
ted Biataa coana.having itad eipeneoce in Uie Treasury Depart
menl in eafaeaace la etauae for earvtcea of each oMrere. All eninmu
nicatioae eliould be pna paid.

< Hftce, T Hi cot, beweeaa IMh and M«h.
(Intel.) Hly 00.dip

HOOK* from la>ndea~Ual II*. 14.Rouaaean'a Confea-
alone; la Bugthdl. 4 vola,

M( »g \ elie 4lel<Hae la Eafliah. 4 vola.
Mnliere'e Playt; in Kagliah. 5 vol*.
Royal Warrant* and Itegnlittooe for the Ouidaace af Army OAcerr,

Pa) tiuatera, and othara 1 vol.
C'rav«a*i Voting 0 portaman'a Manual. 1 vol., IMP.
Jnbneon'* Sporteman'a Encyclopa-dia. i rul., 1M».
MeadoWe Hpnnlah aad Englieh Grammar. 1 vol.
1-nlveraal Song.ier. 3 vola.
Jackaon on Minerala and ihelr U*ee. 1 vol., 1MB.
Letter, by Lord Brougham, to Blr J ame* Ura«aan, on the Making

and DtfMtlng of Law. I'ainpiilet, IH40.
Juat lni|Kirte<l from London direct, by
Feb *7 FRANCK TAYLOR.

KXMIFOI.O laeMar.wrltere t»r rapyliigi tile war
atrafce of the pen bolh wrltea and CO|ile* the letter, aeving much

U.ae and Irouhle. A email lot, diffhrrnt vine*, far aale hy
TATLOR fe MAI'RT.

Jan 10 BonkeeBara, near Mh atreet.

UHURTMDB1 f ogrirff*"*' IhMtt, to tevta i»ince.
u Of decimal*, cnitainiiig logarithmic aigna and tangenta to ever)
."cond of the circle, with at gnmenta In place and lime, hy Robt. Short
teilv, P. R. A. S , *c., captain in honorable Eaat India conpaat'k
.ervlce, and llrat aaaleunt In the great trigonometrical ehrvey of In-
<ll>. One large octave volume Edinburgh, October, 1MB. 30 ahilling*
.terllag. Can be Imported, to order, by
!>*«. ». FRANf'K TAYLO*.

BOOK.*..J net received, Modern Literature and Literaryit Men, betag a *aooud gallery of literary portrait*, by Ueorpi
Oiltllaa.

No. 10 David Copper Held, by IMckene.
"¦nay Hervey, or the Mother'* Chedce.

Thia day received,for^MJa^k|t ^ )(A|;RYi
*vj Hookeeilera, nearM etreet.

Brilliant Lollarltl for March, 1M0.

J. W. MAURY k CO.. Managers.

0
VIRGINIA STATE LOTTERY,

For the benefit of MonongaUa Academy,
CUM No. 31, for 1SS0.

To be drawn at Alexandria, Vr^on Saturday, the 16th of March,
IS drawn number* la cacti paekag* of 96 ticket*.

srLs*niu scutua.
I prizeof *16,000 3 prize* of $3,000

I do 30,000 1 do 1,700
I do 10,000 I 1 prize of I'NU
1 do 5,000 10 priaaaof 1,300
1 do 3,0001 10 do 700

lie. lie.kc.
Ticket* only #10.Halve- #6.Quarter* #3 50.

Certificate* of packagea of 36 whole ticketa, #130 00
Dodo AS half do SO 00
Dodo 96 quarter do 30 00

970,0001
030,000! 940,000 ! f15,000 1

100 Prtaea of 91.IIOO I
114 do 1,1001

VIRGINIA STATE LOTTERY,
For the benefit o< Monongalia Academy,

Claaa C, for 1850.
To be drawn at Alexandria, Va., on Saturday, the 33d March, 1850.

75 number lottery.IS drawn ballou.
aatLLtany acuitac.

1 fraud capital of. $70,000
1 splendid prize of. 30,000

1do 90,000
1do 15,000

1 aplendld prize of. #10,000
1 do 4,817

100 do 1,900
114 prizes of (loweat 3 Noa.) 1,100

kc. kc. kc
Whole Ticketa, #90.Halve* #10.Quarter! #5.Eighth* #13 50

Certificate* of package* of 95 whole ticket*, #980 00
Dodo 95 half do 140 00

Dodo 'asquarter do 70 00
Dodo 35 eighth do 35 00

$S0,000!
TIOJtCT* ONLY TUN DOLLAR* !

VIRGINIA STATE LOTTERY,
For the benefit of Monongalia Academy,

Claaa No. 36, for 1850.
To be drawn at Alexandria. Va., on Saturday, the 30th of March,

1850.
78 number lottery.13 drawn ballou.

aPLBMDID 8CHEMK.

1 prize of *50,000
1 do 90,i,00
1 do 10,000
1 do 8,000

1 prize of 94,000
1 do 4,708

50 prize* of 1,000
50 do

kc. kc. kc.
Whole TickeU #10.Halve* #5.Quarter* $9 50

Certificate* of package* ol 36 whole tlckeu,#130 00
Dodo or 36 half do 65 00
Dodo of 36 quarter do 33 50

Order* Ibr tickeu and (bare* and certificate* of package* in the
above *plendld lotterie* will receive the nioit prompt attention, and
an official account of each drawing sent immediately after it U over
to all who order lrom u*. Address

J. k C. MAURY, Agent*,
Feb 30 Alexandria, Virginia.

THE New Journal of Medicine for March, 18&0..Pub-
liihed thin day, No. 41 (for March, 1850) of the New York

Journal of Mediciue and the Collateral Scionce*; edited by 8. H.
Purple, M. I>. Thi* number contain* a historical notice of the
progrea* of medical science from the landing of the Pilgrim* at
Plymouth to the pre*eut liine; U Stephen W. William*. M. D.
Successful removal of Fibroua tuinor of the ovarium by the large
abdominal section: by W. H. Van Huren, M. D. Report on prema¬
ture labor, successfully induced on account of contracted pelvi* ; by
F. W. Blalcliford, M. D.. BtcMoa of Scirrhous Mamma followed
tw Ive day* alter tliu operation by Teunua, by Samuel Tyler, M. 1).,
of Frederick city, Md.; together with eight other original article*
of great practical utility. The review department contain* a critical
analysis ofthe report* contained in the second volume of the trans¬
actions of the American Medical Association, together with a biblio¬
graphical notii-e of all the late medical publication*, lu foreign
retro*peel contain* a* usual a large aelectioo of practical matter (torn
all the foreign Journal*, while in the American retrospect may be
found several interesting editorial communications and selection*
from American medical journal*.

Tbl* Journal 1* puMUbed In the city of New York every two
month*, containing 144 pages, wltli perfect plates and illustrations,
and ha* now reached the 7tb year aince it» first publication ; price
$3 per annum, or 50 cenu per copy.
Specimen number* *ent, on application fpost paid) to R. F. Hud¬

son, agent of the New York Journal ofMedicine, 30 Wall street, New
York.
Subscription* received and number* Ibr sale by

FRANCK TAYLOR, Penn. avenue,
Mar l-lmw Agent for Washington, D. C.

PLAIN and Ornamental Wire-Fcnclng.The Mibacri-
ber*, having b- en recently appointed by the manufacturer* as

agenu lor the sale of a new and beautiful article of plain and orna¬
mental wire-fencing, would inoet respectfully call the attention of the
public to a variety of sample* which may be seen at their hardware
¦lore, on Pennsylvania avenue, near Sixth street. They would enu¬
merate the following as among the numerous uses to which thi* new
manufacture U being applied, via:
Enclosures for cemeierUa, farm*, public ground*, cottages, and

garden*.
Column* and cornice work for cottages
Guards tor steamboat* and window guard* for private dwellings,

prisons, lunatic asylum*, kc.
Tree boxes and lattice work for conaervatorie*, training plants, kc.
Arbon, arches, and Verandah*. -

Cellar gra inge, and thief-proof grating* for sky-lighu, ke.
JNO. W. BADEN k BRO.

PennsylvanU avenue, south aide, aear Sixth streat-
Feb 90.lawflw

A COUNTRY Meat for Bale About midway betweeen the
ciues of Washington and Maw York, one mile out of tbe

city of Wilmington, Delaware.formerly the reetdence of I'lft. Gal¬
lagher, of tile United Stales arniy. II consist* of a la»|« mansion-
liouae. witli bain, carriage hnuae, tee hotur, and all neceeaary out
buildttut*.with aeveral acre* of (round.all well improved and act
with beautiful fruit ami other Ireea, tor uae and ornament. Tbe build
Ings are In good repair; well supplied with the beat of water and
commanding a delightful view of the flourishing city of Wilmington,
and the adjacent country, Including fllteeu mile* of the Delaware in

er bay, Ac.
The location la one of the mnet healthy In the middle State*, and a

very desirable residence for any gentleman and family, being within
Ave minutes' walk of the railroad ilepot and steamboat landing tiius

cnanling a person to go North or South aeveral umea a day.
For farther particulars, Inquire of Amoa Hunt, esq., un Capitol

Hill, Washington city, tl. C , or aitdrew the subscriber at Wilmington,
Delaware J. A. BROWN, M. U.
Feb I#.law3wTu'

CoLUCToa's Orrtea, Citt Hill, February «> IBM.
NOTICE TO TAX-PAYER*.

/'ITY TAXU..Notice la hereby given that a dedacuon of tan
\j art cent, la allowed by law from all taiea for the past year on real
and personal property. Including stocks, which ahall be paid at thia
nfflce during the month of February.

ANDREW ROTHWELL,
Febfl.lawiftlMar Collector.

I UNDON KDITlOHlk.Burke*a~ Celebrated Triaie, 1 volume,
J I84W.
Lord Campbell's Lives of the Chief Justices of England, 9 vols.,

IMS.
< 'unpbell'a Lives of the Lord Chancellors, 7 vols.
U' bon's Decline and Fall, with Milman's Notes, A vols.
Italian's Constitutional Htatory of England, 9 vols.
Hallaui's Middle Ages, 3 vols.
Hallam's Literature or Europe, 3 vols.
Cobbet's and Howell'a umpieie Collection of State Trlall from

the earliest period, ill vols.
Smith's Dictionary of Greek and Rinnan Biography and Mytholo¬

gy, many engravings, 3 vols., I*4H
Hinith's Dietionary of.Greek ami Roman Antiquities, many ea-

gravinge. 1 vol., 1MB
The Waverly Novels, complete la OS vole., P-dinbusgh, 1040.
Just receivedby FRANCft TAYLOR,
hk*

liH ELVK litetam on « niaiwratli r Embryology, bjr
1 I.imis Afas.ii, in pamphlet, with in iny i ngravlngs -lii rents,

t uner . Animal Kingdom. 4 volumes.
Hall on the Animal Kingdom. 1 volume, London.
Lectures on Physiology, Zoology, and the Natural History of Man,

by Lawrence. I volume
Parkinson's Pneall Orgam. Remains of a Former World. 3 vide,

quarto, London
Hrodsrip'a Zoological Recreations. I volume.
The Ancient World, by Aneted, professor of geology in King's

Collage, London.
Mndtell s Wonders of Geology. 1 volume, London
Giitoou's Certainties of Geology. 1 volume, London.
Vestigea of the Natural History of Creation. 1 volume.
Holbrook's Herpetology. A volumes quarto
Jackson's"What lo Observe, 'or the Traveller's Remembrance.

I volume, Lot.don.
Blr John Her.chel'a Manual of Bcienttlle Inquiry, prepared tor

use In her Majesty'* navy by order of tbe admiralty, and adopted tor
travellers In general. I volume, London, 1*4#.
?..And many other valuable Works in the various department* of

the natural sciences, too numerous for the limits of an advettlement
Mar 1 FRANCK TAYLOR.

VIMTIMM (AIIIW printed and Plain snmavrd In tlae
most appro v. d style, at a few boura' notice, and visiting earda of

the Itncst quality supplied, by TAYl.ok A MAlJRY,
Feb'J8{News.] Booksellers, near 9th rt.

NOTICE..The en-partnership heretofore existing between JOHN
E. AUDIBON and BEVERLY TUCKER has bean dissolved.

BavaaiY Toman will continue to attend promptly to all huainme
before Congress and the departments as heretofore.
March 91-tf

EWBANK'N New Patent Office Report.
"The Eaat." by Bpencer.illustrated.
Iconographic Kncyclopiedia -No. f. For sale by

TAYLOR A MAIIRY,
Mar 9 Bokaellera, near 0th street.

THOUGHT* For a Vsaag Man. a Uetare before Uae
Boston Mercantile Library ^aaociation. by Horace Mann.1 vol.

British Female Poeta, by R«v. Geo W. Bethuna.1 vol.
France, Social, Literary, and Pidlttcal, by Henry Lyttoa Bulwer -9

V°iiypt and the Holy Land, (Sketches of Travel,) by Rev J. A Hpen
cer.I vol., with sngravin*.

Mar 9 FRANCK TAYLOR.

I The Wilmington. a novel Hy the author of Emilia Wyndham.
The Admiral's Daughter, Ac. At cents.
Humboldt's Coamoa. 9 vole., #1 SO.
Seymour's Sketches of Minnesota 1 vojafl> W»ta
««-.¦» c.»-I."-

CONGRESSIONAL.
IPKIVH OV MB. ML.LBON,

or VlftOINIA,
On tin resolutions to rtftr the President's message to the
appropriate standing committees; delivered in the
House of Representatives, February 31 and '.46, 1830.
Mr. MILLSON said: I endeavored, Mr. Chairman, to

get (he floor immediately upon the close of the remarks
submitted by one of the representative* from Pennsylva¬
nia, [Mr. NricviiNs.] 1 wished to give instant expression
to the irritation occasioned by the gross and offensive al¬
lusions to the State from which I coma. That irritation,,
however, was tiut momentary, and has since subsided
into a quiet feelinic of loathing and indignation.a feel¬
ing more lilting the accui-ution and the accuscr. In speak-
tug of the slave population of my Slate, and of the em¬

ployment of her citizens, that member had the boldness
to declare that Virginia was now so degraded, that.
but 1 will not.l cannot repeat the gross language uttered
by him; 1 could not do so without violating the decorum
of this body.without outraging those proprieties which
should, at all times, be reflected and observed.without
shocking the delicacy of that portion of our auditors who
attend our deliberations in the confidence that they will
hear nothing to otiend their modesty or wound their sen¬

sibility. Sir, I do not mean to defend Virginia against
such charges.such imputations us these: she would
disdain to answer them. It would, indeed, be a kind of
degradation, were she, by even the humblest of her rep¬
resentatives, to acknowledge that such vindication could
be necessary. The member from Pennsylvania has no

power, and can hardly have the expectation to do her in¬
jury. Does he talk of degradation ! Does he call de-
giaded the native laud ol Henry, of Wythe, of feudleton,
Mason, Marshall, Jetlergon, the Lees, the Randolphs,and
ol that greater man than all, whose wisdom and whose
valor secured to the member from Pennsylvania the very
piivilege he has abused ol addressing the representatives
ol a tree and happy people' Look there! look there!
[(lointn g to a full-length portrait of Washington.] Let
that mm stic figuie awe hun into confusion and sname.
I leave him to the condemnation of that constituency,
whose opinions and feelings 1 am sure he has misrepre¬
sented. I leave him to the reproaches of his colleagues;
whose sense of decency and justice 1 know he has out-
raved; and, what will be a tar greater punishment than
all, I leave him to the blighting applause of his sympa-
thi/er* and abettors.

Sir, I desire now to notice, very briefly, some of the
remarks which fell from the gentleman from Onio [Mr
knnX"^'1 ti get'tl#man, with wh«t object I do not

»!"* p aae^ to instruct the House upon some
points of our early history, by reading, among oiher
things, an account of public meetings field in VTirjeinia
before the revolution, at which resolutions were adapted
against the importation of slaves; that is to say, resolu-
tions against the AIrican slave trade These resolutions

hZk nf ,h gentleman with an air of triumph, and

,,fih»\ ?°m af , u® 8"»,posed "'at the sentiments
of the present people of Virginia upon this subject were
sadly ditferent from those entertained by their ancestors
Did he design to make the impression that the African
?\r tr W0li ke ^aVored or approved by the people

of Virgmia at this time, or, so far'as he knows, or lias
ever heard, by a single person among them? ll he did, I
tell him he s|ioke witnout warrant; and I tell hiin lur-
tlier that no one has displayed more zeal und enthusiasm
in his ellorts to suppress this traffic, still carried on by
Mr w

" me"'lthttn u distinguished citizen of Virginia,
....M SE"""'"" Un"c'1 s""* .. *"».
The gentleman, too, spoke with great complacency of

if.d °f ll,'.e free StalM °l 'he North
and West, and took care to make esiiecial allusion in nr.

Iinray TP Me,,ilary 10 North Cam
Ima. Would the gentleman be willing to look to the
public councils of the country for the test of this relative
intelligence. Hie gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr
MamnJ may perhaps be excusable in indulging, as lie has
done, such reflections as these. If I am correct!v in?
ormed as to hi. habits, he has been to actively employed
hasWlXf,'" knTle,)«e fof himself that he
has had little leisure for observing tie acquisitions ol
others. I do not know that this excuse is applicable to
the gentleman Irom Ohio

' u>

u..lU,MlrTh°nt0oU|frma,,er, L
1 have felt much sur-

piise. Mr. Chairman, that, since the reception of the Pres-
£ * reLa""S 10 California, the friends of the

administration an this floor have not perceived an exist

WXT* *°.n!de,ence of lhe course and opinions
Irhu. .',Xe<rUv« Veur honorable gentleman Irom Mis.
>-achusetis, [Mr. Winthrop,] who has just taken his

tKn? !h"e "'°re ,ha" mfrely 10 allude ,0 ,hem
can it be that they suppose no apology to be necessary ?

restrained by prudential considerations from
attempting a vindication not likely to be successful ? It
might not be easy tojustily the President s misrecital ol
the clause in the eonstitut.on which relates to the power
ol Congress "to dispose of and make all needful rules

relations respecting the territory or other prop-
erty belonging to the United Stales " Yes, the territory
or other property belonging to the United States. If it
was accidental, it was, in the present state of the coun-

Vif17 ail fkyJ<^eWent, ,hal a **thtrn President
should have declared in a Sure paper thai Congress has
liower to make all needful rules and regulations respect-
ing the Terraona of the United Slates*-that this hum-
ble *ord[Itrruory, descriptive only of land on real estate,
shou d be changed to Zerritouo-honored with the im-
penal plural, and dignified with a capital initial.that
hw dependent ffjTi ory, classed with the other property
Mong,ng to the United States, sho-i'd be wrv'erted
nto I eiritoras or the United Slates, as if the constitu¬
tion had reference to those political communities which
have since been known by the designation of ItrntorUi

It was still more unfortunate that the President should
encourage an opinion of the power of Congress to wo-
hibit slaver} id California.an opinion which would tie
plausible, if fiia o »n language were really that of the
constitution.by saying that, ' at, under the constitution,
Congress has power to make all n.edful rules and reri-
lations respecting the Territories of the United States
every new acquisition of territory has led to discuse.ons
on tnc question, whether the system of involuntary ser-
vitu.le which prevails in many of the States should or
shou d not be prohibited in that Territory"-as if he sup¬
posed that these discussions were all natural and proper,
and relating to subjects within the legitimate control of
Congress, it hat power to make all needful rules
and regulations respiting the Territories of the United
Mute*.
[Here, the hour being late, Mr. Millson gave wa\ to

a motion that the committee rise On Tuesday, the Mth

loll IT;0' re*tmed, and concluded Ins speech as

Mr. Chairman : When I yielded, on Thursday, to a
motion that the committee rise, | was proceeding to com¬
ment upon the I resident's misrecital ol thst clause of the
constitution winch relates to the power ol Congress to
make "all needlul rules nnd legulations restiecunir the
territory or other pro|>erty belonging to the United Mates,"
and upon his substitution ol other language, which seemed
lo imply his own belief thai Congress possess the p.iwer

r?e§ ' ,0f th<! ,'rohlb,lion °' -"very in the Ierrito-

Hut. sir.it was the "unk.ndest cut of all," that the
»resident should have given the weight of his official
station to a doctrine that is utterly de-tructiye ol tl.e
hope* and subversive ol the rights ol the South-tft*
doctrine that Mexican tawi »i,ll govern the inhal.ta*t» of
T«r(^?W. ti ,","f"a*e ,ha« "tbe people of this
Territory still enjoy the benefit and protection of their

h"""' °"«,l,al|y derived from Mexico." He
doe* not show in what an important sense this statement
is enoneous.in what an unimportant sense it i* true.

>rd' language is used, from

i . !k inference is, that, in the opinion of the Presi¬
dent, the institution of slavery, forbidden by the Mexican

u^nS^m " Chan** ,ho" ,aw"' be U<al
But, sir, all these expressions of erroneous and mis¬

chievous opinion and doctrine dwindlo into utter inut-
mficance, when compared win, the startling Acrs which
the President has encouraged, abetted, and participated
in. Afhort time ago, he transmitted to this House a

7'.K"gi.W.h'C/ M Tl""?1,lo cal1 "lhe constiiatton
of the Stale ofUlifornia." He informed us ,t hail been
received from Gen. Riley, but he did not tell us whether
it was the composition of Gen. Riley, or by whom it
was written or composed ; nor did he even tell us whv
and for what purp .se it had been drawn up, nor for
what object it was communicated to this House Sir
where u this SlaU of California? In w(jat hemisphere'
does it lie? Is it a foreign State in amity with the
United States, or is it a part of "the territory or oth
er property belonging to the United Slatest" Are
the inhabitants of ttiis Stale of California aware of
the composition of this writing, and do they con¬
cur in the view* n ,d sentiments expressed in it? If ttiey
do, I should like to be informed when an4 in what man
ner this concurrence of opinion was expressed 1 should
like to know what number or proportion of them were

consulted about the drawing up of this very creditable
specimen of composition-for it ia really so.whether
they are under the control of any laws, and from what

source they derived them; or whether they are left solely
/A#/'f.-° which is familiarly called

r/rtJ'i! \v »i""li ,,,ey are ,his condition, there is
certainly the more blame to those whose duty it may have

iTJ,Y.rt!Vh ? them mher but still, inTe ab

iiriiirin'i ®4ctl 11 difficult to imagine upon what

.d what °iD y Proce<,(Je<1 »n determiuin* who
l * J!roi P""on» should be entitled to unite
with them in the exprwsion of tbe views set forth in this
pwr. It might be> difficult to show that, by the princi-
p es of this natural lav. the one sex has a clearer "Tn-
i«sn" Lr'. thfo.h' l,bertyland ,the l,ur,uit of happi¬
ness, than the other; or that tbe age of twenty-one
years is precisely the period when the right of sel/gov-
'"r< fo'nuiences. If the inhabitant!, indeed, Ce

lately passed through a revolution, why that exnlaiim
every thing; but if the President h^ Sed orSir

" ,HJOple owin* aUH""««
biJity.

incurred a grave responsi-
Sir, from some expressions in tie first California men-

<)f*C^li7oniia "'/iTa' thatf,hi" "rrathis

^ iL Pacifir -n.7,? ! Ttof our ,err"ory on 'he shores
J!! .k a-c» "J1"that the proceeding*, which resulted
in the adoption of what is called a &at. Mnatitahon
«ye advised and encouraged by the Present.

'

.7? i0*.6 r< 01 the «*|M*ssions to which i allude .

?,e i '. p" * '" ,n °'> constitution, and sSbm «

UnionZ .fr"" W,lh " ''My" f" ««'»«*. in.o the

He advised the people / What peopleCertainly, there
were none there who, by la to, were authorize 1 in «<. t

U|K>n hi.advice Hi^il each TerrTrylo'JnL^o
' ,h"tTia' "

. n
Here» ,0°* assumed aa author¬

ity that belongs to Congress alone. How could he uos-

to nake° ofWthel 'ilSf,?,",ion Con«re(w flight think proper
en?t °' lhe ,en;"ory acquired from Mexico ? 7n
IS EaTaM W*tv{M i,"° tw° Territories; and i,.

\nd vei .ht Pr ei florida,were consolidated into one.

viHes the l^r nf n?' T r 8"" °f ?" Ie8'»la"°". ad-

8aS2LS& °'.pf.
.hlVf!*" oircuinmanoas, 1 thought, and still think

«ionW,lop:eburme,ttnd^oMion 1 r

WV»rZZ%ryuaVtalU"i ! .Whi«8 of ,he South, what
say you to this t But surely there was an easier method
of preventing this agitation: he hjd only to declare hi«
Purpose to redeem the pledges made on hi. behalf hJ h !
southern supporters, beVore his election to thV preside^e
I am sorry, sir that lhe President has not tboWStTo
adopt this simple mode of allaying the agitation which he
so much deprecates. Instead of that, the people now

dwelling in California and New Mexico areinviteil t7>
3.ofT n 1°T'!? only to the representatives of the

J2°?'s Perhaps, to be adopted by the people of this Dis'
trict, in the exercise of those natural rights of self gov.

thS^tlSit? bee" re8'K!Cled on ,,le other side of

i ;«?¦'/* Preaidsnt been disposed to seek for the

i'uri . ? i'8 autho'ity in the precedents supplied by the
early legislation of Congress, he could have been at no

»iV° Und"#tandu 'he extent of his power. In October
1803, soon after the acquisition of Louisiana, a law was'
pawed authorizing the President to take ptosesJoiTSf
ihcial officers' *A .,o aIVOi»t the military, civil, and ju-
licial officers. A similar law was itasned in 1821 in rela
.onto Honda; and in 1822, such c.tizens as .>!'!
tt'. £T1Pr,r'iW bJ'law were authorized to
elect a delegate to Congress. Express authority w»*

given to the President, both in the case of Louisiana and
Horiua, to appoint a legislative council If these e^Hv
S3eanttthMMtS,en* ?rW WM '*,hal ,he law which

i, sen at tne last 8^sion of Conttres*. not twelvp mori.u_

|M50. was also overlooked / I aX" 'to ?he e.tatt
ng a teintorial government for Minnesota. Congress in
their simplicity, then supposed that the right to prescribe
the quailOcatious of voters was exclusively theirs' and

Unitorf s.*1 eM'fc,a 'y P'oper to confine to cuizens of the

S'aSirs"rv'e'::gh fT^e of re«uia,i"«
ui. aiiairs ol a territory "belonging to the United Stat** ..

But new lights have lately dawnef upoVus!
i«.. r;^L'a:f!er "''rpri* and r'«ret the course and onin-
10ns of the administration may have occasioned to iiu
southern sup,jo,ters, 1 cannot «y they w^ ulSt^cted
o me. I could have wished, however, tbat my appre¬
hensions had not been realized, and that the President
rimed as he was. w.h the concurrence of Jmany oi
he southern Mates, would have deemed their caui tba
of the constitution Bui I fear it is now too ls.e"lndh
is with real mortificaUon that I find myself constrained

Bui th*^r,WJV,t iT*ylor in ,be number of our opponenU
.J.i £',h0nly ,h* «rueater nec<M"y upon {is. suj
ported, as Ihey seem to be, by this powsrful auxiliary m
expoee the errors into which they have fallen and auail
lhe positions they have assumed

'

iKic/ss'r,o '"d'h»~

tn ^!LaiA #,r,.'hatit is not the purpose of the North
[o abolish slavery in any State or Territory where it now
* .'*. bu' onl) prohibit its introduction into territory
which is now tree. Hiis is the staiement of the northern
position, and a is this mode of slating the question at
¦ssue between us that has exertedso dS.. an
influence ujwn the opinions ol the j«ople of the non-

i"ecMs to ,!r B'U !" declarinK ,r»at their sole ob
J IS to prohibit the introduction of this institution into
a country where H does not now prevail, they only beit

,mJ|UerUO"- They ,lake1 ,or. Kran'ed what they are r?
quired to prove, and what I now most emphatically
.leny. Ike inUdution of tlaoery dote note exist in ColtJ
{hl"u "i", ,he olher '""'o/y acquired from Mexico; and
the legislation contemplated by the North, if it could have
any constitutional validity at all, would abolish and sup

"0t me,rel> ,'re^nt "8 '"'reduction. I do not
say lhat tiiere are slaves in Calilornia. but that slaveru as

a reciymsed relation, as a domestic or (K)l.iical in,t,tu-

l.o^doesat this time prevail throughout California and

,
Mexico. His absence of slaves does not necessa¬

rily prove the unlawfulness ot slavery. Wall lhe slaves
in lhe State of Virginia should be sent beyond her bur-

by,,ht:" "eveial proprietors, could it

cUn^n ui I"'!!"10! ,here' tlial «h"M.
cient sn.i legalucd telation between n.a-ler and servant
was, by tn.s acciOental a.iseoce or eaanci,*.,«,« o K
slaves, destroyed or prohibited t % Would the right ol her
cit,*e,.s to acqmre ai'd iniro.1uce other slavr. (Tom oti.er

i* e" h* al.a« end I Undoubtedly not The right lo hold
slaves would exist, though there inigut be no slaves A

rigtit always precedes the occasion for its exercise The
right to establish a hank precedes lhe actual creation of
.he bank ; the right to elect to office precedes lhe actual
appointment ol tne olhcerj the right <A property in a

hou*e precedes lhe actual erection of the building; The
non existence ol a thing does not prtrveits illegality The

absence o persons holding the relation of hSsband and
wile would not wrove the unlawful.,ess ol lhe insnmuon
of marriage.

Whether, then, the institution of slavery or the right to
hold wUveg does or dues not exi*t in California depends
not at all upon the actual presence of slaves in thai Ter¬
ritory. To determine tins point, we must nscertain
whether the existing law in California authorizes or for¬
bid* slavery there. If it it authorized, Uien Hie effect of
northern interierence i« to abolish slavery where it now
exists, and not snri|dy to exclude it from places where it
does not exist.

What, then, are tly laws prevailing in California ?
This is a material inquiry; lor il gentlemen insist that
slavery is at this time prohibited in that Territory, they
must tell us by what laws this state Of things has been
uroluctd.
The only laws to which California la or can be subject

are the constitution of the United States, the acts pa*.«sd
Irora tune to time l>y Congress, the treaty between the
United Slates and Mexico, and what is generally called
the local law existing in Caliiornia at the time ol its ac-

i)ui<tiion by tlie^ United Su es If slavery 1a now exclu¬
ded fii>m ihat Territory, it must be by force of some one
or more of these; for no other does or can exist there. If
it be prohibited by none of thews, then it is not prohibited
at all. 1 shall en leavor, Mr. Churm.tu. to show that it
is not forbidden by any of them; and if I succeed in do
ing so, it will appear that, notwithstanding the plausible
.M<«uraiices of tne North, what they propose is re;iily
to abolish the institution of slavery wheie it now legally
exists.

Is slavery excluded from C-iliforr^ia by the constitution
of the United States? But here 1 may be told that tne
constitution ha»<no application to a Territory, and that I
am wrong in citing it among ibe laws to winch Califor¬
nia is Subject. 1 know, air, that of late this extraordi¬
nary doctrine has been held by several distinguished ami
gifted men. I felt la*t winter much astonishment whan
I learned that it had been proclaimed by a senator from
Massachusetts, whose loren«ic reputation is so well es¬

tablished as perhaps not to suffer even from the announce-

I in«nt of such an opinion as thin The constitution Joei
not extend to the TerritoriesWhy, sir, what u the con¬
stitution? It ia a body of lawn, rule*, mandates, estab¬lished by the United States for the United States. It di-
recta how these States or their agents shall do what ia
permitted to be done by them at all. It is addreaped to
persons, not plant. and wherever there are persous as¬
suming to act at all under its authority, there does the
constitution apply to then), and direct, command, and
control them. It is, then, almost a solecism to my that
the constitution does or does not extend to a Territory.Gentlemen vaguely speak of it as if it was somethingtangible, material, malleable, which, like gold-leaf, mightbe hammered out and inadeto spread itself frotp place to
place. It has no parts, no physical extension, and does
not occupy apace. It ia the supreme and sovereign teiil.
It acta upon all other will* subject to it* control. It op¬
erates upon intellectual agencies: and wherever there are
such agencies, deriving their authority from the constitu¬
tion, or trom those whom the constitution called into be¬
ing.no inaiter whether in the Territories or id the
States.it addresses itself to them and commands their
obedience. Let them go where they may.to Europe,Asia, Africa, on land or the seas.this sovereign wilt fol¬
lows them, directs them, control* them.

Sir, not .onljLjltf,jjgUiMimiiin. hat 4MM*y eonstttntiona|acrof CiingreM, applies to the Territories Even a law
directing ilie building of a house in the city of Washing¬
ton extends not only to tne District of Columbia, but to
all the Slates, and to all the Territories of the United
Slates. Let any controversy occur.no matter where.
respecting such a law, every judge, every court, every
agent of the government, will be bound by its provisionsThe house would not extend to the Territories; but the
supreme will unbodied in the law extends wherever
there are persons who owe obedience to it.
The error into which so many persons have fallen uponthis point results from their confounding the objecta or

Hubjects of Certain provisions of the constitution with the
constitution itself. The constitution may and does au¬
thorize many things to be done at one place, and not at
another. Shall it therefore be said thai it does not ex¬
tend to both places? It requires certain duties to be per¬formed b) one class of officers to the exclusion of others.
Does it therefore not extend to all i
This view of the subject suggests the reply to Mr.

Webster's triumphant inquiry, how the constitution could
apply to the Territories, when the julges in these Terri¬
tories hold their appointments, not during good behavior,
as required by tne constitution, but only for a ierm of
years? The answer is very plain and simple. If the
constitution authorizes the appointment of judges in the
Territoiies for a term of years, how can it be said that it
does not extend to them ? If it does not authorize it, then
away goes the argument founded upon this difference of
tenure.
Having succeeded, Mr. Chairman, as I trust 1 have, in

showing that the constitution coatrols all the agents of
the government established by it, wherever they maybe.whetuer in the States or in the Teriitories, at home
or abroan.I proceed to consider whether slavery is pro-!hibtted in California, or anywhere else, by force of any
or all of its provisions. Does it, proprto vigore, exclude,
prohibit, or abolish slavery in any place or country sub¬
ject to its operation .' If so, show me the provision bywhich this is effected. In wtint clause or section will it
be found I It is not for me to prove that the constitution
works no such results. It is incumbent on those who
hold the affirmative side of the argument to point out
where and how slavery is prohibited by the constitution.
But let me ask how it was that slavery continued to exist
in Louisiana and Florida after their acquisition from
France and Spain, if the constitution, of its own properforce, abolishes or prohibits it wherevef it operates? Let
¦ne not be told that its continued existence was secured
by treaty ; lor no treaty could have any validity that was
made in contravention of the constitution. Why is not
slavery abolished in the District of Columbia.nay, why
not in the States.if the position I aia assailing be cor¬
rect ? The constitution ol the United Stales is the su¬
preme law of the land, and no State could maintain for
an inslaut an iustitution that was prohibited by that in-
strument.

1 think. Mr Chairman, that I am justified in conclud¬
ing, that if slavery be prohibited in California, it is not

Kibe mere force and operation of the constitution of the
iite.1 States. But is it prohibited there by any act of

Congress t If so, show it to tne. When was it passed ?
What are ila provisions? But this will hardly be af¬
firmed. No gentleman will be so bold as to maintain that
any act of Congress has ever been passed, abolishing or
prohibiting slavery in the territory acquired from Mexi¬
co, when he remembers the many efforts that have been
made.up to this time happily unsuccessful.to procure
llie past-age ot an act for this very purpose.But was it by the treaty with Mexico, recognising our
title to Calilornia, that slavery was prohibited in that
Territory I I shall not, Mr. Chairman, slop to show that
such a stipulation would have had no validity, nor is
it perha|* material to suggest that the country was al¬
ready ours before that treaty was negotiated. I simply
deny that it contains any such provision. If any such
exists, let it be pointed out It is not, then, by the consti¬
tution, by any act of Congress, or by the Mexican treaty,
that slavery is prohibited in California, if it be prohibited
there at all. There is only one other sort of law to
which that Territory is supposed to be subject; and it
remains to inquire whether skvery is prohibited by that.
1 mean what is usually called the local law, or the law
existing at the time our title accrued.

I know, sir, that this is the ground upon which gentle¬
men 011 the other side will be disposed to rest their argu¬
ment. I know, loo, that very many persons in the
South.men of gallant spirit anu patriotic impulses.who
are quick to feel and ready to resist the meditated aggres¬
sion of the North, entertain the opinion that slavery is
no* a prohibited institution in California and New Mex¬
ico, under the operation of a law not derived from the
United States, and independent of the constitution and the
acts of Congress. With great deference to these opin¬ions, I beg leave to say, that I think they proceed from
an impertect understanding of the views of some writers
on national law, and the reasoning of some of our courts
of justice on this rubject. The position assumed by those
Who maintain that slavery is now a prohibited institution
in California is, that the Mexican laws, existing there
at the time of its conquest, or, if gentlemen please, its
acquisition by treaty, continue until they are repealed or
annulled by some express and positive legislation; and
that, a* slavery was abolished and forbidden by Mexico,
it is now prohibited, because the Mexican law still con¬
tinues in lorce. Sir, with all <ny respect for the highauthorities that have assumed and announced this po»i-
tio.i, I take leave to say ih <t, in my humble judgment, it
in as erroneous as it is dangerous. I deny that any Mex¬
ican Uw is in force at all, in any territory belonging to
the United States, except by adoption into our own
code, by the authorities oi our own government, having
jurisdiction over the subject. What, sir ! have we con¬
quered these people by out arnu, only to be conquered in
turn by their /««.«.' Is our control over the inhabitants
Ires perfect now, since peace has been declared, am the
country quietl) surrendered to our enjoyment, lh«n it was
when our possession was contested, and their submis¬
sion involuuiary f The very projosftion involves a con¬
tusion of ideqs. Stated in another form, its incongruity
is jq»t as api>arent.they h'tve a right to govern us, till we
tluiost to govtin tliem.

Let us examine the sources of this erroneous doctrine.
I have said that it proceeds, as I think, from a misunder¬
standing of the true effect and meaning of soms of our
judicial decisions. I do not mean to atuck these deci¬
sions, but only to explain them; though I do not wish to
be understood as admitting that the reason* given iiy
judges for deciding * cause in a particular way are of
any sort of obligation upon us, except so far as they msy
be commended to us by their own intrinsic vslue. Their
iltcmom are binding enough; certainly it is not our
province to annul them They put an end to the contro¬
versy which it was their duty to settle; but, as for their
rtawMt, they may be just what t|»ey please. That is a
matter for themselves entirely.
There sre two kinds of law by which the American

people are governed, and by which their rights of person
and pro|>erty are ascertained and controlled.legislative
acts or decrees, in which I include constitutional or
fundamental law.and ths decisions or adjudications of
courts and judges. In all controversies that an«e

for the purpose «of asserting rights or redressing
wrongs, wnere s rule of decision is prescribed by legisls-
tiee authority, it mnA, of course, be respected, and ear¬

ned into effect by the court* But where no such rule of
decision is declared, the |U Igrs must decide all controver-
sies that are brought belore them, according to their own
views of justice and right. They have, of oourse, rules
by which they co.ne to their conclusions; but, except
when prescribed by the legislative po#er, they are rules,
adopted by themselves or their predecessors, and their
simple object is to enable them to ascertain what they
ought to do. A judge in California, at this time, would
proba ily decide most cases occurring there, to which
neither the constitution nor any act of Congress had rela
tion, according to the principles of the former Mexican
law.provided no exist.ng ngfct of any American citizen
were violated. Why I Because he would conceive it to
be, as other judges anil publicists have correctly conceived
it to be.jiut and right to dccide them in accordance with
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i! the principles and rules of action with which the people
were familiar, and by which they had been accustomed to
regelate their intercourse. There is no antecedent obli¬
gation to decide them in thin manner. He does it, because
he and his predecessor* hare deemed it right and properto do so. He does not administer the Mexican law, be¬
cause it is in force, and must be administered; it is onlythe judge himself that fives it force. It is not the Mex¬
ican law constraining the American judge, but the Amer¬
ican judge moulding the plastic customs of the eountrv ;
applying them when they are fitted to the welfare of the
people, ajid changing or rejecting them when they are
not so. The very appeals which, to prove the oppositedoctrine, are so frequently made to the decisions of the
Supreme Court, rather snow that it is to our own tribu¬
nals we look for the law by which the relations of per¬
son and property in California must be regulated. Had
these decisions been different from what they are.and
they would have been different if the judges had supposedit to he right and proper to make tbein so.had they de-
clared that, in no case, should any regard be paid to theformer laws or customs of Mexico.why, then, all rightswould be ascertained, all remedies enforced, ait con¬
troversies settled, without any reference to them at all.
And this (troves, sir, that it lathe American court thm
..oven Iff* trf the Mexican law, and not the Mexican law
that controls an unwilling American court.

Sir, this is nil that is meant by the courts and by wri¬
ters on national law, when they speak of the laws of a
conquered country continuing until others are prescribedby the conqueror. They continue only because At tkoosis
to continue them. They are enforced only JNeatise his
judiciaHribunals choone to enforce them. It Is u|>nn this
assent, this adoption, that their force and validity depend,and not at all u|>on their original enactment ami promul¬
gation by a power which has ceased to exist. When theyrelate to matters about which he is careless or indifferent,he will indulge the conquered inhabitants by settlingtheir disputes upon the principles to which they are ac¬
customed. When they relate to things in any way con¬
cerning himself or affecting his own wishes and interests,
he will decide them as his own wishes and interests may
prompt. This being the case, how can it be said that the
rights of person ancfproperty of such citizens of the Uni¬
ted States as may remove to this new Territory for the
purpose of entering upon the enjoyment of their conquest
or purchase, will be and must be decided by the tribunals
established there by our own government, not according
to the usages and principles prevailing in our own coun¬
try, but by those upon which this newly-acquired com¬
munity had been accustomecfto settle their own disputes ?
How dare any court or judge decree that a citizen of Vir¬
ginia shall forfeit his right of property in his stave, re¬
cognised and guarantied by the constitution and laws of
the United Suites, merely because this conquered and
subject people had once declared, when they were com¬
petent so to declare, that they themselves would hold no
such property .' 1 deem it wholly unnecessary to pushthis argument further.

Sir, I cannot but»uspect that our opjionents, ho-vever
they may assail these conclusions, are really awnre of
their force and justice. If they are not, why aid they op¬
pose the adoption of the bill, generally known as the
compromise bill, which was introduced into the Senate byMr. Clayton and, alter it had passed that body, was de¬
feated in the House, almost exclusively by the northern
vote? That bill conferred no privilege upon us: we de¬
manded none. It did not propose to establish slavery in
this Territory; we asked no such thing. Its object was
to submit our existing rights to the adjudication of the
courts of law; to leave things as it found them; to retain
such rights as, under the constitution, we now possess-
not to confer any that we do not now enjoy.
The North would not consent to this, Why, sir, ex¬

cept that their aim was and is to abolish slavery where it
now exists, and not merely to prevent its introduction
into a Territory where it is alreaiy prohibited t Our po¬
sition is fair, just, impregnable. We seek to maintain
things as they are.to claim the rights already secured to
us. We ask no law for the establishment of slavery in
this Territory. If the constitution and the existing rela- ».>tion between tbe States of this Union secure it to us, it is
you, gentlemen of the North, who violate the constitu¬
tion by wresting it from'us. If we have no such right,
we do not ask it of you. We are passive; you demand
action, and action that is either unconstitutional or ua-
necessary. We are content with the present Union; you
are not satisfied with it. You insist on adding something
to the constitution.taking something from oar right as
secured by the constitution. Will you deny this? If
these rights are not already ours by the constitution, how
can we get them without legislation ' And why do you
attempt to tulce from us what we have not got! And yet
you preach to us about IJuion.you talk ol tbe dangt-r*
that menace it as coming from the South ! You, who
would tempt a dissolution of the Union, rather than for¬
bear to do what, upon your own argument, is a vain and
idle thing!

Union! Yes. it is a well-chosen theme for northern
declamation. The very name breathes melody to the
men and women of the South. Much have tUey borne
for tbe sake ol this Union. Your grinding imposts for
protecting, or, in other words, pampering northern capital
and labor.your banking schemes, designed to subject
the real and solid opulence of the agricultural States to
the control of . fictitious wealth, manufactured la the
halls of Congress.your wasteful and unconstitutional
appropriations of the public money for purposes in which
they could not participate.all these have for years been
endured and submitted to. The Union made amends for
all. Bat the Union they love and are desirous to main¬
tain is not the Union of the liou and the jackall.not the
Union of the vulture and the lamb.but a leagae be¬
tween equals.States.sovereignties.exercising, by a
common agency, tbe few powers not reserved Tor their
separate control, and exercising them in a spirit of kind¬
ness, deference, and resftect lor the rights, and even for
tbe prejudices, of one another.
The views I have presented may suggest the reason

why I have not ottered my plan of conciliation and oom-

Komise.conciliation of whom f.compromise of what 7
ut it is the fashion of the day. We bave pacificatorswho breed ouarreti, and mediators who foment disten¬

tion*. But Toiler you a plan of conciliation and com¬

promise.one that you date not reject.one that MM have
sworn to support' It is here.;holding up the volume
containing the umititiition).the constitution We ask
NOTHiNiitnat this instrument has not assured to us.its
demand all that i! his.

1 have aiu m>ted, Mr. Chairman, to show that the pr
posed legislation prohibiting elavwy in the territory lately
acquired from Mexico would either abulia)) »Uwi>'
where it now exifts, ami take from tis rights which we
now possess, or that it is t vain and idle Ihinj. In either
view, it i* proved to be piiacluevous, and ought to lie
trowned down by every mend o? justice and the Unhid
Hut it may be supjiosed by aom*. Ihat tho ijh, under thi:
compact which unite# us together, we tiow have, and
without further legislation would continue to have, the
righto that we claim, it is yet competent for Congress to
tatte them from us. Hut, sir, it is very cle.tr, that if thi*
authority he possessed by Congress, it must have haeu
conferred hy the constitution. It is almost what the <<»-

gicitns call an identical proposition to affirm thai Con«
gress, which is tlie creature of the constitution, can ex¬
ercise no authority that in not derived from that Instru¬
ment. Now,tell me where such a power wa*conferred ;
show me the clause that gives it any control over the
subject of slavery in the State* or the Territories ot
the L'mhd States, i piss by, without a wonl of com¬
ment, the consideration of the clause which aatinri/.es
needful roles and regulations respecting the territory or
other properly of the United S'ates; for he must be ol a

very sanguine temi<eraimnt, ind -ed, wh fancies that the
northern argiiHent can derive aid from any cons'riutiop
of this language, however foiced and latitti Jinous. If m>
such cl.iuse can b« pointed out, the arj;um«at it at an
end. Powers not (ranted are reserved. It in not Mcee-

sary to show that they are forbidden Bat though not
neeeasary, it would be quite easy to ahow that't ..ere are,
in the conatitution, clau«e* and phrases which recog¬
nise the want of power in Congress to legislate Mr
the ^oppression or exclusion of slavery. 1 wlH
fer only to one. It is the clause which prof! ics 'lat
" no persoo held to service or I«>hmt u| oat Htmf, uaderliu-
Wws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in con-f.

qnence of any law or regulation th*reii<. he dischntire.l
irom such mi vice or labor, but shall t»e delivered up," fee.
The constitution dues not here refer to Ttntiontti and ftIwill any one deny that tli* owner may cUlm toi< fngmvf
slave in a Territory t Why waa territory then n«t men»
ttoned ? Simply because it was not neressary. The
¦.onstitution prohibits the making any law or regula ion
hy a Stati to the preiljufice of the oWMr'« right, MMMIM
such law or regulation might otherwise h> ma le hy a
Stnit. But in a territory, or Ik* turntory. nh power to
make such law or regulation existed at all. Nj legisla¬
tion oouM apply to it, except ander the authority of Con¬
fess ; and Congress rouhl make no such law or regntA-
lion, because no such power .van conferred hy the constiru-
tion. It was not ne ccs*ary, then, to guaranty the r«gh<
of the owner in * terntoiy, because nopnvet existed to
impair It. The omission of this guaranty proffe# thut
the absenre of all right to interfere with the »lav« ownt t
in a territory, or to make any law or regulation impairing
his right ot property, was taken for granted. '*

Let me suggest, too, that this was ohvAusly the opinion


